Protein histochemistry methods for colloid identification to metastases of thyroid carcinoma.
Evidence for a thyroid origin of tumorous metastases may be facilitated by a histochemical determination of colloid. It is supported by the presence of proteins, demonstrable especially by the reaction for tyrosine, and a simultaneous absence, or only traces of acid mucosubstances. Contrary to existing literary reports, an intraplasmatic formation of mucin has been detected in certain thyroid carcinomas and their metastases. The most difficult to diferentiate histochemically from thyroid colloid is the secrete of certain adenocarcinomas of the prostate.